
England  

Day 1: Sunday, 7th May: Journey to Hastings  

Our journey to Hastings started at Böllenfalltor 

Parkplatz at 7 o’clock in the morning. We 

shared a bus with a 10th grade Realschulklasse 

from Straubenhardt. They were our constant 

companions for all the bus rides in England and 

also on the way back. We traveled through 

Belgium and France and finally took the ferry 

from Calais to Dover. We were early which is 

why we made an extra stop in Rye and visited 

the old town.  

Having arrived in Hastings, we were picked up 

by our host families and spent the first night at 

our new home. 

Day 2: Monday, 8th May: Hastings 

At the second day in Hastings we met in the morning and told the whole group how it was in our host 

families. Then after a time, a guide came to us and showed us Hastings. Her name was Molly Milton. 

At the beginning she told us something about fishermen in Hastings because catching fish is very 

important for the city. Then we went around in Hastings through the small alleys and she showed us 

all important places which are there. For example, a house which was a place where in the past 

smugglers came and brought their things with them.  

After that tour we drove to Gap, that’s a hamlet at the coast, and we walked along a cliff. This was my 

personal highlight that day because it was very beautiful up there when I looked down to the sea. 

Before we got in the bus again we went to the beach. On the way back to Hastings we made a stop 

to go on a long pier. When we were back we went to our ‘homes’ where our host families were 

waiting for us. This was a very exciting day and we saw a lot.   (Leonie Badawi) 



 

Day 3: Tuesday, 9th May: London 

On day 3, we went to London so we had to get up early because it took us two and a half hour to get 

there. The weather was really great. We arrived in Greenwich where you can stand on the Zero 

Meridian. Later in the morning, we had some free time because we had to wait for the boat, which 

took us to the Big 

Ben and 

Parliament. We 

spent some time 

near the Big Ben. 

Then we walked 

through St. James’s 

Park where we saw 

a lot of people.  

After that we arrived 

at the Buckingham 

Palace where we 

saw the Queen’s 

guards and took a 

lot of pictures. Later 

we walked to 



Piccadilly Circus where we danced with a group of Hindi. We had to rush because we had to be on 

time for our guided bus tour. The tour was really nice, we learned lot about London and there was a 

lot to see. We took a break at Moorgate Station before we went back to Hastings. (Ana Kuiken) 

Day 4: Wednesday, 10th May: Brighton 

At 8.30 am we drove with the bus from our meeting point in Hastings to Brighton. It took us about one 

and a half hours to get there. 

First of all we did a city-rally, which was really helpful to get to know the city and to get around the 

city. Afterwards we went to the i360, which is a 173 meters high observation tower and the tallest 

observation tower in the whole world. 

From up there we had a wonderful view over whole Brighton and the sea. It was a really nice 

experience. Then we went to the beach, sat down with our teachers and talked about the 

experiences we had made the previous days and compared our experiences to a regular student 

exchange. 

At last we had lots of free time to walk around in 

Brighton before we got onto the bus back to 

Hasting and before we went to bed we had 

dinner with our host families.   

(Sonja Heinbüchner) 



Day 5: Thursday, 11th May, London 

Our day got off to an early 

start as we set off at 7:30 

am in our coach - for the 

second time - to London. 

We were dropped off at 

the O2 Arena (a huge 

c o n c e r t v e n u e ) i n 

Greenwich, South-East 

London, and made our 

w a y o n t h e L o n d o n 

Underground to a very 

busy Oxford Street. For 

some of us it was our first 

time on a tube! We had 

plenty of free time to go 

shopping and to look for gifts at the many souvenir shops, where some of us haggled over the prices! 

At 1 pm we all met up at Piccadilly Circus and got on the tube again, this time to the London Eye. The 

huge ferris wheel on the South Bank of the River Thames moves permanently around – slowly 

enough for people to get on and off while it turns! 25 of us were able to fit into a „capsule“ and we 

were given a running commentary by a guide on the sights of London.  

Next we went to visit the Globe theatre, where people go to see Shakespeare’s plays all year round. 

We learnt about its history and how it was built in the style of the original theatre in which 

Shakespeare himself acted and presented his plays. Romeo and Juliet had just been showing at the 

time we visited the theatre.  

I think we were all very impressed by the sights of this lovely city and we spent a really enjoyable 

time there!            (Olivia Smith) 

Day 6: Friday, 12th May: Hastings  

For that day the meeting point was the street, where our bus parked every night. At 08:30 am we 

walked to “smugglers cave”, sometimes it was scary! 

After this excursion we had lunch: Fish and Chips. Later we went for a tea-party. The lady was crazy! 

In the evening we went by bus to Dover to the ferry. The journey time on the ferry were 1 ½ hours. 

We drove from Calais through France and Belgium back to Germany. On Saturday we arrived in 

Darmstadt at 07:30 in the morning.      (Katharina Krichbaum) 



 

All in all, we had a wonderful time and took the opportunity to improve our English language. We also 

learned a lot about English traditions, culture and history! 


